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Speaking Chorus - Sight Reading & English Diction 
 
Skills/Subjects to be learned: Reading and performing sixteenth note/rest rhythms; Using 
English choral diction techniques to speak texts in rhythm.  
 
Note: This lesson would be appropriate for an in-class meeting in the second half of the school 
year, after students have explored simple rhythms (quarter notes, eighth notes and equivalent 
rests), developed their ability to sight read such rhythms, and have established a foundation of 
English diction for choral singing. 
 
Objectives: 

(1) Given a discussion and demonstration of reading and performing rhythmic patterns 
(including sixteenth notes and rests) using the Gordon Beat Function Syllables, and 
guided practice opportunities in clapping and speaking such rhythms, the student will 
demonstrate the ability to sight read rhythm patterns including whole, half, quarter, and 
eighth notes plus sixteenth notes and equivalent rests, as assessed by the teacher in an 
in-class performance where the student will clap and speak a notated eight-measure 
rhythm sequence that includes sixteenth notes/rests (tempo approx. ♩ = 50 BPM) with no 
errors in rhythm and/or syllables. (S/NS) 

 
(2) Given a presentation and modelling of correct English diction for choral singing, and 

guided practice opportunities with the Waring Tone system, the student will demonstrate 
the ability to use principles of singers’ diction in English, as assessed by the teacher in an 
individual oral test where the student will speak the text of a 4 measure line of text 
chosen by the teacher from the piece “Geographical Fugue” by Toch with no errors in 
diction. (S/NS) 
      

Equipment & Resources: 
● Stereo/sound system 
●    Access to YouTube track: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONJaNors_1A 
● Copy of the Gordon’s Beat Function Rhythm Syllable System handout 
●    Copy of the Sight Reading Rhythms exercises 
● Copy of the Singer’s Diction: English “Study Sheet” 
● Copy of the Waring Tones Phonetic Spelling of “Geographical Fugue” 
● Score for “Geographical Fugue” by Toch & sharpened pencil to make score notes 
● Chair with no arms, suitable for singing 
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Methodology: 
 
AS (For Objective #1) While "walking the beat" to the recorded song "Target" (or an mp3 of a 
rhythm track) students (Ss.) participate in clapping and speaking rhythmic patterns (using the 
Gordon Beat Function Syllables) that include half notes, quarter notes, eighth notes, and 
equivalent rests. (Rhythm patterns include those appearing in the song "Geographical Fugue".)  
  
I Teacher (T.) explains that this class will include sight reading various rhythmic patterns like 
those just explored in our opening activity, as well as learning how to sight read sixteenth 
note/rest rhythmic patterns. We will then be learning a new piece!  
  
M Copies of the Sight Reading Rhythms exercises are distributed. T. introduces how to clap and 
speak sixteenth note/rest rhythms using the Gordon Beat Function Syllables. T. then claps and 
speaks various rhythms in small chunks (i.e., one measure at a time) on the sheet. T. will repeat 
exercises as needed.  
  
GP Ss. will read, clap, and speak back such notated rhythms with T. monitoring for correctness. 
T. will provide feedback when and where appropriate. (Rhythmic patterns include those the T. 
has performed in the AS, as well as sixteenth notes/rests) 
  
IP Printed scores to the piece "Geographical Fugue" are distributed. Ss. are directed to practice 
clapping and speaking the rhythm of the Tenor line independently from the top of page 12 to the 
bottom of page 13.  
 
GP When Ss. feel confident with clapping and speaking these rhythms, they will work in pairs to 
perform various other lines for each other (i.e., their particular part). T. will monitor for 
correctness and provide feedback as necessary.  
 
AS (For Objective #2) In a “call and response” manner, T. will give an example and Ss. will 
participate in speaking various consonant sounds, as demonstrated by T.  
  
I T. explains that the second part of this lesson will include reviewing English diction, 
particularly consonants, in order to work on a well-articulated choral sound for the piece 
“Geographical Fugue”.  
 
P Copes of the Singer’s Diction: English “Study Sheet” are distributed. A quick “review” of 
English Singer’s Diction is presented by T. Any lingering questions are addressed by T.  
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IP Ss. are asked to independently write out the phonetic spelling for the piece “Geographical 
Fugue” by Toch. 
 
GP As a class, Ss. are asked to decide (with the help of T. and their individual answers from 
above IP) what would be the best pronunciation of each phrase for the choir. T. will provide 
suggestions as needed. Once class has decided on the phonetic spelling, T. and Ss. will speak 
through all the text together.  
 
IP Ss. are directed to practice speaking the text independently using the Waring Tones phonetic 
spellings developed as a class.  
  
M T. continues to model the pronunciation and diction of various other lines of the piece 
“Geographical Fugue”. T. repeats lines/phrases as needed.  
  
GP Ss. will repeat each line back, as modelled by T. who will provide feedback.  
 
IP Ss. are directed to practice speaking and writing out the phonetic spelling for their particular 
line within the piece. T. will circulate the room to ensure Ss. are having success.  
  
M&GP Once secure, T. models and Ss. demonstrate the pronunciation and diction of each line, 
but this time in rhythm.  
 
IP Ss. are given time to practice speaking their individual lines of text in rhythm using the 
Waring Tones system.  
 
GP T. will lead Ss. in piecing all of the parts together. Ss. will practice performing the piece 
several times while T. provides continual feedback.  
 
C Class performance of the piece "Geographical Fugue" and teacher evaluation (as listed below).  
  
FA On the last day of this lesson, each student will be asked to:  

(1) Clap and speak a notated eight-measure rhythm sequence (tempo approx. ♩ = 50 BPM) 
with no errors in rhythm and/or syllables for a grade of “Satisfactory”. (Rhythms will 
be similar to those appearing in the "Geographical Fugue" piece and include sixteenth 
notes/rests) 

(2) Speak the phonetic spelling of a 4 measure line of text chosen by the teacher from the 
piece “Geographical Fugue” by Toch with no errors in diction and/or pronunciation for 
a grade of “Satisfactory”. 
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Sight Reading Rhythms Exercises Sheet (Sample) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Singer’s Diction: English “Study Sheet” 
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Waring Tones Phonetic Spelling of “Geographical Fugue” 
 
English Text Phonetic Spelling 
Trinidad and the big Mississippi T(r)ih nih da da ndthuh bi gmih sih sih pee 
And the town Honolulu A ndthuh tah_ooh nhah noh looh looh 
And the lake Titicaca A ndthuh leh_ee ktee tee kah kah 
Canada Malaga   Ka nuh duh ma luh guh  
Rimini Brindisi Ree mee nee b(r)ih ndee see 

©MKUEPFER/2020-12-08                             EDCP 311A: Choral Pedagogy - Secondary 


